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Chancellor and as President of the Prussian Ministry he
wielded immense authority, yet the parliamentary system of
both Empire and Kingdom created complications which
demanded political tact of the highest order. And although
the financial control exercised by the Reichstag was less than
that of the British Commons or the French Chamber, yet he
could hardly have carried on the government for long without
the support of a majority—which meant the reconciling of
several of the dozen party-groups into which the 370 members
were divided. In the Prussian Government his main support
came from the " Junkers," the conservative land-owning
gentry, who, under the three-class constitution (N52), dominated
the Landtag and supplied most of the higher officials and
army officers of the whole Empire. But in the Imperial
Government they were less useful; for under the democratic
franchise of the Reich (N68) they only held about fifty seats,
and in any case they were jealous lest their beloved Prussia
should lose its identity in this new-fangled " German Empire."
So in Imperial affairs he had to seek the support of a more
numerous and more public-spirited group—the " National
Liberals," who came mainly from the populous districts to the
west of the Elbe and represented the " big business " of the
rising industries. The Liberal tradition had always supported
the wider German nationalism, and they also supported the
new militarism which provided employment for their arms
factories and foundries.
The spiritual change which had begun in Prussia during
the 'fifties and 'sixties now spread rapidly to the rest of the
Empire. In the eighteenth century Voltaire had said that while
France dominated the land and England the sea, Germany
only dominated in the clouds. German achievement had
hitherto been mainly in the world of ideas—its representative
men had been Winckelmann the scholar, Kant the philosopher,
Goethe the poet, Beethoven the composer. All this now faded
away, and the Germans began to pride themselves on being
a nation of realists—of soldiers, factory-owners, engineers.
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